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Social Philosophy

Society as a self-developing system, the dynamics of 
history, and the global challenges that shape humanity’s 
future.

K ey themes

• Social laws and institutions
• Stratification and mobility
• Progress, cycles, and reform
• Individual, mass society, and 
globalization



Session Plan
OVERVIEW

2

1 Society as a philosophical category

2 Social structure and stratification

3 Driving forces and subjects of history

4 The vector of history: progress or cyclicity?

5 Man in the grip of global challenges

Lecture map

Society

History

Individual

Future

From core categories to global 

responsibility



Society as a Philosophical Category
BLOCK 1
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Why society is different from nature
Social reality is built from meanings, choices, goals, and institutions. Unlike 

natural processes, social action always contains intention and human 

interpretation.

Why social laws are “law-tendencies”
They do not act like fixed physical constants. They emerge through millions of 

human decisions, so they appear as stable trends rather than strict inevitabilities.

Natural laws
• Strict and repeatable

• Govern physical processes

• Independent of human will

Social laws
• Mediated by people

• Depend on values and institutions

• Work as tendencies through history

Society cannot be reduced to a “biological super-anthill”: culture and conscious choice change the picture.



The Systems Approach: Four Interdependent Spheres
BLOCK 1
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A stable society exists only when its economic, political, social, and spiritual dimensions support one 
another.

Society
as a system

Economic sphere
Material survival, production, 
resources

Political sphere
Power, coordination, decision-
making

Social sphere
Groups, classes, mobility, 
institutions

Spiritual sphere
Values, meanings, culture, ethics

If one sphere falls into crisis, the equilibrium of the whole system becomes unstable.



Social Structure and Stratification
BLOCK 2
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Society is hierarchical rather than homogeneous: individuals act through groups, communities, 
and institutions.

Architecture of society
Individuals
Groups
Communities
Institutions

The “skeleton” of society is 
made of stable rules, roles, and 
organizations.

Marx: clas s  theory
Main criterion: ownership of property.

Class division generates conflicts of interest between 
those who control resources and those who depend on 
labor.

Weber and Sorokin: s tratification
Modern inequality is multidimensional. Social position 
depends not only on wealth, but also on power, education, 
prestige, and occupational status.

The key question is not only “Who has more?” but also “How is status recognized and reproduced?”



Social Mobility and the Dilemma of Justice
BLOCK 2
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Mobility: the “social lift”
Horizontal mobility changes place or occupation without 

changing status. Vertical mobility changes one’s position in the 

hierarchy. Open societies create channels such as education, 

business, public service, and professional achievement.

social

lift

Why inequality persists
Some differentiation may stimulate initiative and reward achievement. But 

when the distance between strata becomes excessive, it destroys solidarity 

and blocks talent.

Philosophical tension
Social justice requires balance: enough hierarchy for organization and 

innovation, but enough openness for dignity, participation, and legitimate 

upward movement.



Who Drives History?
BLOCK 3
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Outs tanding personality
Leaders, reformers, and visionaries can shape the 
form and speed of change.

The mas ses
Collective needs, social energy, and popular 
participation create the historical demand for 
change.

Objective factors
Technology, economy, environment, and ideas 
establish the wider field of historical possibility.

Historical turning points arise when social 
demand, human agency, and structural 

conditions intersect.

History is neither pure heroism nor blind necessity: it is a dialogue between structure and action.



Reform vs. Revolution
BLOCK 3
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Reform
• Gradual and institutional change
• Adapts the system without destroying its foundations
• Seeks stability through correction
• Works when power can still recognize contradictions in time

Revolution
• Rapid qualitative break
• Appears when contradictions accumulate beyond control
• Rebuilds the system through rupture
• Often becomes the “price” of untimely or blocked reforms

VS

A flexible society prefers timely reform; a rigid society risks revolutionary explosion.



Progress, Cycles, or Rhizome?
BLOCK 4
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Linear progress
History is an ascent from less developed to more 

developed forms of life. This view values science, reason, 

emancipation, and technological growth.

Cyclical theories
Civilizations are born, flourish, decline, and disappear. 

Spengler and Toynbee reject the idea of a single 

universal line of history.

Postmodern rhizome
History has no single center or final destination. It is a 

network of multiple trajectories, interpretations, ruptures, 

and local narratives.



Society and the Individual
BLOCK 5
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The central problem is balance: how to become oneself without breaking the bonds that make social life 

possible.

Family Education Work Culture Peers

socialization

F reedom and respons ibility
Freedom is not mere whim; in philosophy it means 

conscious action within recognized necessity. A mature 

personality combines autonomy with responsibility toward 

others.

Mass  society
Standardized consumption and mass culture 

make individuality fragile. The “mass man” is 

easier to manage than the reflective citizen.

Critical thinking
Authentic personality survives through judgment, 

dialogue, and resistance to passive conformity—especially 

in the age of digital simulacra.



Global Challenges and the Future of Humanity
BLOCK 5
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E cological cris is
Climate change, resource exhaustion, and biodiversity 

loss make survival a planetary question.

War and nuclear threat
A local conflict can escalate into civilizational risk in a 

tightly linked world.

Demographic as ymmetry
Population explosion and aging societies create 

different but interconnected pressures.

Digital sovereignty
Data, algorithms, and platforms reshape freedom, 

privacy, and control.

Glocalization
Global processes are always refracted through local 

identities, cultures, and places.

Sus tainable development
The future depends on balancing present needs with 

responsibility to future generations.

The ethics of the future is the ethics of global responsibility.



Seminar Exercise: Connection of Concepts
PRACTICAL  TASK

In writing, explain in 2–3 sentences how one concept complements, develops, or conflicts with the other.

Social Lift ↔ System Stability Globalization ↔ Cultural Identity

Technological Determinism ↔ Digital Sovereignty Mass Society ↔ Critical Thinking

Ecological Crisis ↔ Ethics of the Future

Goal: move from memorizing terms to analyzing 
relationships between concepts.

A good answer shows logic, contrast, and relevance to modern social philosophy.


