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Intermediate
Achievement Test 2

Listening
1a   Listen to six people talking about their holidays. Where are they?
Example
0   g
1   _____

2   _____

3   _____

4   _____

5   _____

6   _____

1b   Listen again and complete the missing information.
Example
The speaker in the example is on a boat.
7   Speaker One wants to buy some _______ as presents.

8   Speaker Two wants to see the _______ .

9   Speaker Three has taken lots of _______ .

10 Speaker Four can’t see anything _______ .

11 Speaker Five is pleased because there aren’t _______ .

12 Speaker Six can hear _______ .
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Reading
2   Read the article. Are the statements true (T), false (F) or not given (NG)?

Preparing for a job interview

For most people, attending a job interview is one of the most stressful aspects of looking for work. In this article I aim to offer some tips which I hope will help to reduce levels of stress.

First of all, if you have reached the interview stage, you know that your prospective employer must have been impressed by your application. You will most probably have the appropriate formal qualifications and experience or perhaps they have seen something else of interest. When you receive the email, letter or phone call inviting you to attend an interview, you should immediately acknowledge and accept the invitation. If, however, you have already accepted another job, you should politely decline and explain that your situation has changed. The world of work can be a small one so it’s important to make a good impression whenever you can.

Now you have the date in your diary you need to be prepared. There are many simple things you can do to ensure that your interview goes as smoothly as possible. First of all, you need to make sure you have researched the organisation. Spend some time looking at the company’s website as your interviewer is likely to ask you some background questions. It’s a good idea to have questions of your own prepared as well as this shows interest and initiative. By questions, I don’t mean ‘How much will I get paid? How many weeks’ holiday do we get?’ but ‘What plans do you have for expanding into the Asian market?’

First impressions are very important. Research has shown that decisions are made within seconds of meeting someone. You want to fit in and be seen as someone who’d be an asset to the team so dress appropriately. If you’re applying for a job in a financial institution, wear a smart suit. If you’re hoping to work in a more relaxed environment, you can dress in a more casual way but always look neat and clean.

Walk into the office with confidence. Shake hands with a firm grip and make eye contact. When you sit down, don’t cross your arms and legs as this makes you look defensive. Don’t play with your hair or jewellery. Take deep breaths and speak calmly and clearly.

Finally, there’s nothing worse than being late. Make sure you know exactly where you’re going. If necessary, try the route beforehand so you know how long the journey will take you. Leave home in plenty of time so that you have a few minutes to relax and collect your thoughts when you arrive.

So, good luck and remember that every interview is good experience so don’t worry if you’re not successful the first time. It could be that the job just wasn’t the right one for you.
Everyone finds job interviews stressful.




_      F   _  

1   If you’re asked to attend an interview, you must have the right qualifications.___

2   Other things can be as important as experience and qualifications.
_______

3   You should always accept the invitation.




_______

4   People will soon find out if you don’t behave appropriately.

_______

5   The interviewer will test your knowledge of the company.

_______

6   You should ask about perks and working conditions.


_______

7   You should always wear a suit.





_______

8   Your behaviour is more important than your appearance.


_______

9   You should always shake hands.





_______

10 It’s important to sit still.






_______

11 Breathing deeply helps you to relax.




_______

12 It’s important to plan the route to the interview.



_______

13 If you don’t get the job, you must have done something wrong.

_______
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Writing 

Choose one of the following tasks.

3a   A personal email
You have recently started a new job in a new town. Write an email to your friend telling them about all the changes.  Write 120 – 150 words. Include the following information:

· where you are now

· what your new job is

· what you like / dislike about your new life

· what you miss

3b   A simple essay: giving an opinion.
Write an essay on the following topic: ‘Money can buy you happiness.’ Write 120 – 150 words. Include the following:

· introduction

· main points  (firstly, secondly etc.)

· conclusion
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Speaking 
4a   Part One

Your teacher will ask you several questions about yourself to practise giving personal information. Answer the questions.

4b   Part Two

Work in pairs and follow the instructions. You are going to discuss local places of interest to show a foreign visitor. You should choose three prompts from the list and give reasons for your choice.

Student A

You and your partner have to entertain a foreign visitor. You should discuss the options and choose three places to visit. Use the prompts below and suggest your own ideas.

museum / art gallery      theatre/opera      traditional restaurant      place of natural beauty 

                               sports stadium            church/temple/mosque
Student B

You and your partner have to entertain a foreign visitor. You should discuss the options and choose three places to visit. Use the prompts below and suggest your own ideas.

museum / art gallery      theatre/opera      traditional restaurant      place of natural beauty 

                               sports stadium            church/temple/mosque
4c   Part Three

Your teacher will ask you several questions about the topic in Part Two. Answer the questions. 
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